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ON LOCATION: 
You are at the Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site. 

 

 
      Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site, Danville, California – O’Neill’s study 

Adventure Activities 

 Visit the Tao House. 

 Spend some time in the garden and by the swimming pool and enjoy the 

view of Mt. Diablo and the surrounding natural environment. 

 Visit the Barn and imagine a theatre production there.   

 Group discussion under the trees about Eugene O’Neill’s life, his 

contribution to literature. 
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FOCUS ON EXPERIENCE: 
Describe your experience at Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site.  What do you 

think about the open space?  How does open space shape our thinking, our world?  

Use the space below to write your answer and use additional paper, if needed. 
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CLOSING ACTIVITY: 
A. Class discussion about Eugene O’Neill’s National Historic Site. 

 Who is Eugene O’Neill?  What is his significance? 

 What was Eugene O’Neill’s greatest literary award? 

 What do you think about the playhouse at the Eugene O’Neill’s Historic 

Site? 

 Would you volunteer at the Eugene O’Neill’s National Historic Site?  Why? 

 Do you think it is a different experience to watch a play in a barn-like 

playhouse or in a ‘traditional’ theatre?  Study the photos below to help you 

answer the question. 

 

B. Class presentation about National Parks based on information you find on the 

National Park Service’ website or the PBS/National Park’s website: 

 Prepare a 5-minute presentation about Eugene O’Neill’s life and work. 

 Prepare a 5-minute presentation about an organization where you would like 

volunteer?  Why did you choose this organization? 

 

  

 
   Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site,    

  Danville, California – Barn Playhouse 

 
   Traditional Theatre. 
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LESSON PLANS 

Chapter 1 – Introduction to America’s National Parks 

CHAPTER OBJECTIVE 

After completing this chapter, students will be able to define what the National Park System 

(NPS) of the United States is and they will be able to navigate its website and find information 

about a national park of their choice. 

EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT 

The exercises incorporated into the chapter activities serve as assessment for instructors.  No 

specific testing has been planned. 

PLANNING TIME 

30 minutes 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

 

Activities Activity 

Time 

Activity Format 

Introductory 

Discussion 

 

45 minutes Teacher (T) shows photos of National Parks, focuses students 

(Ss) attention on nature and the environment. 

T asks Ss to read the introductory discussion questions 

individually. 

Ss discuss introductory discussion questions as a pair activity, or 

as a group activity, then as a class activity. 

 

Main 

Activity 

 

40 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

Watch the video on America’s National Parks on YouTube.  The 

video is a 35-minute introductory (preview) video of Ken Burn’s 

6-part series on the National Parks of the United States. 

Before watching the film, T brings Ss attention to the table on 

page 6 where they will be taking notes.  The table is organized 

around 3 groups of ideas: 1) notes and observations, 2) names of 

National Parks, 3) names of individuals. (The table is to help Ss 

to organize the ideas presented in the video.) 

After the video, T leads a discussion of the video based on the 3 

groups of ideas. 

T asks Ss to compare their notes with a partner before class 

discussion. 

Class discussion.  

List of National Parks in the movie include: Yellowstone 

National Park (NP), Grand Teton NP, Yosemite NP, Shenandoah 

NP, Everglades NP, Arcadia NP, Rocky Mountains NP, Grand 

Canyon, The Great Smokey NP, Glaciers NP, Denali NP, Crater 

Lake NP, Hawaii Volcanic NP, Chaco Canyon,  
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Activities Activity 

Time 

Activity Format 

List of Individuals in the movie: John Muir, Theodore 

Roosevelt, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Abraham Lincoln, 

Horace Albright, Rockefeller, Marjorie Stoneman Douglas, 

George Ballinger Wright, Chiura Obata, Shelton Johnson, 

Gerard Parker, Juanita Greene. 

Ideas presented in the video: Yellowstone NP as first national 

park, “America’s Best Idea”, Symbol of democracy – essential 

to democracy, national heritage, ordinary people made it happen, 

amazingly beautiful country, 1864-Abraham Lincoln,  

 

Vocabulary Ongoing The vocabulary table is included for Ss to use and write down 

words that they may not be familiar with.   

Life Skills 

 

20 minutes T makes sure Ss are familiar with the Internet and are able to 

find websites. 

Ss to find the websites for the National Park Service and PBS’s 

‘national parks’ pages (both websites are provided in the 

material). 

The Facebook activity is optional – some Ss may not have 

Facebook accounts and / or they are not comfortable with 

sharing their stories. 

T encourages Ss to navigate the websites and find out 

information about their favorite NP. 

Focus on 

Experience 

 

40 minutes This can be a take-home writing exercise. 

SS to write about their national park experience.  For those Ss 

who have not visited a NP, they can write about which NP they 

would like to visit and why.  They may base their writing on the 

YouTube video or the website information. 

Closing 

Activity 

 

 

40 minutes 

30-40 

minutes 

(depending 

on class 

size) 

2 types of activity: 

1. Discussion. 

2. Presentation. 

Ss to read the questions individually. 

Discussions can take place with student partner, then as a group 

or class. 

The presentation preparation can be a take-home activity with a 

partner.  Ss to choose one of the questions to prepare a 

presentation on with a partner. 
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Chapter 2 – John Muir National Historic Site 

CHAPTER OBJECTIVE 

After completing this chapter, students will be able to describe aspects of John Muir’s life and 

they will be able to prepare a plan to visit the John Muir National Historic Site in Martinez, 

California and will be able to list some of the safety measures when visiting this place. 

EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT 

The exercises incorporated into the chapter activities serve as assessment for instructors.  No 

specific testing has been planned. 

PLANNING TIME 

45 minutes 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

 

Activities Activity 

time 

Activity Format 

Introductory 

Discussion 

 

45 minutes Teacher (T) shows photos of John Muir, Abraham Lincoln, 

Theodore Roosevelt.  T refers to the video and class discussion 

in Chapter 1, focuses students (Ss) attention on important 

individuals, the environmental movement. 

T asks Ss to read the introductory discussion questions 

individually. 

Ss discuss introductory discussion questions as a pair activity, or 

as a group activity, then as a class activity. 

 

Pre-Visit 

Activity 

 

40 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

 

 

40 minutes 

T and Ss review what Ss learned about the Internet in previous 

classes and search for the John Muir National Historic Site’s 

website. 

Ss spend time on exploring the information on the website and 

begin to prepare for their visit to the John Muir National Historic 

Site. Ss do this activity individually or with a partner. 

T introduces and discusses the tables presented in the 

Supplemental Material on pages 13 and 14 and provides a 

framework for the preparation activities.   

T asks Ss to fill out the table with relevant information. 

T leads class discussion and planning activities for the visit to 

the park. 

T makes sure that there is a clear plan of the group visit, and 

each S has an assigned role.  

Ss are able to define and perform the assigned tasks. 

 

 

 

Life Skills 40 minutes T and Ss review how to perform an Internet search. 
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Activities Activity 

time 

Activity Format 

 Ss review the John Muir Historic Site’s website for safety 

information for visiting the park. 

T and Ss discuss the table on page 15 of the supplemental 

manual. 

Ss identify and write the items in both categories of safety 

measures. 

Class discussion of safety measures. 

 

Vocabulary Ongoing The vocabulary table is included for Ss to use and write down 

words that they are not yet familiar with.   

 

On Location 2-4 hours, 

(travel 

time not 

included) 

T and Ss visit the John Muir National Historic Site in Martinez 

according to their plan. 

Ss perform ‘Adventure Activities’ found on page 17. 

 

Focus on 

Experience 

 

40-60 

minutes 

This can be a take-home writing exercise. 

Ss to write about their experience at the John Muir National 

Historic Site. 

The length of the essay may be longer or shorter than defined on 

page 18. 

Closing 

Activity 

 

 

40 minutes 

30-40 

minutes 

(depending 

on class 

size) 

2 types of activity: 

1. Discussion. 

2. Presentation. 

Ss to read the questions individually. 

Discussions can take place with student partner, then as a group 

or class to summarize what they learned in this chapter. 

The presentation preparation can be a take-home activity with a 

partner.  Ss to choose one of the questions to prepare a 

presentation on with a partner. 
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Chapter 3 – Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail – 

Tilden Regional Park 

CHAPTER OBJECTIVE 

After completing this chapter, students will be able to describe aspects of the botanical garden in 

the Tilden Regional Park and they will be able to assemble a first-aid kit to use while traveling. 

EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT 

The exercises incorporated into the chapter activities serve as assessment for instructors.  No 

specific testing has been planned. 

PLANNING TIME 

45 minutes 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

 

Activities Activity 

time 

Activity Format 

Introductory 

Discussion 

 

45 minutes Teacher (T) presents photos of native plants of California and 

photos of Tilden Park. 

T asks Ss to read the introductory discussion questions 

individually. 

Ss discuss introductory discussion questions as a pair activity, or 

as a group activity, then as a class activity. 

 

Pre-Visit 

Activity 

 

10 minutes 

 

 

 

 

30 minutes 

 

 

40 minutes 

 

 

 

 

45 minutes 

 

T and Ss review how to search the Internet and search for Tilden 

Regional Park’s website. 

T explains to Ss that the Tilden Reginal Park is located along the 

Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail and it belongs to 

the East Bay Municipal District. 

Ss spend time on exploring the information on the website and 

begin to prepare for their visit to the Tilden Regional Park.  

Ss do this activity individually or with a partner. 

T introduces and discusses the tables presented in the 

Supplemental Material on pages 21 and 22 and provides a 

framework for the preparation activities.  T gives special 

attention to how to find out about the docent tour at the botanical 

garden. 

T asks Ss to fill out the table with relevant information. 

T leads class discussion and planning activities for the visit to 

the park. 

T makes sure that there is a clear plan of the group visit, and 

each S has an assigned role.  

Ss are able to define and ready to perform the assigned tasks to 

visit the park. 
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Activities Activity 

time 

Activity Format 

Life Skills 

 

40 minutes 

 

 

 

 

40 minutes 

 

 

 

Ss study the images presented on page 24. 

Ss describe and discuss the content of the images with a partner 

or in a small group. 

T leads class discussion about the dangers and what people can 

do to avoid getting hurt. 

T asks Ss to examine the image on page 25 that includes items of 

a first-aid kit. 

First-aid kit vocabulary (suggested): antiseptic wipes, 

antibacterial ointment, bandage, gauze, pads, painkillers, safety 

pin, elastic wrap, hand sanitizer, medication (prescription, 

antibiotics), small knife, pair of scissors, medical gloves, duct 

tape, bags, whistle, toothbrush, toothpaste, chap stick, needles 

and thread, splinter, dressing. 

Ss prepare a list of items to include in their first-aid kit they will 

take to the Tilden Park. 

 

 

Vocabulary Ongoing The vocabulary table is included for Ss to use and write down 

words that they are not yet familiar with.   

 

On Location 2-4 hours, 

(travel 

time not 

included) 

T and Ss visit the botanical garden in Tilden Park in Berkeley 

according to the plan they developed in class. 

Ss perform ‘Adventure Activities’ found on page 27. 

Focus: native plants of California. 

 

Focus on 

Experience 

 

40-60 

minutes 

This can be a take-home writing exercise. 

Ss to write about their experience at the Tilden Park. 

The length of the essay may be longer or shorter than defined on 

page 28. 

Closing 

Activity 

 

 

40 minutes 

30-40 

minutes 

(depending 

on class 

size) 

2 types of activity: 

1. Discussion.   

2. Presentation. 

Ss to read the questions individually. 

Discussions can take place with student partner, then as a group 

or class to summarize what they learned in this chapter. 

The presentation preparation can be a take-home activity with a 

partner.  Ss to choose one of the questions to prepare a 

presentation on with a partner. 
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Chapter 4 – Rosie the Riveter National Historic Site 

CHAPTER OBJECTIVE 

After completing this chapter, students will be able to explain who ‘Rosie the Riveter’ was and 

will be able to navigate the Bay Area Trail map. 

EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT 

The exercises incorporated into the chapter activities serve as assessment for instructors.  No 

specific testing has been planned. 

PLANNING TIME 

45 minutes 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

 

Activities Activity 

time 

Activity Format 

Introductory 

Discussion 

 

45 minutes Teacher (T) plays the ‘Rosie the Riveter’ song from YouTube. 

(2min 30 sec); Note: (James Kern ‘Key’ Keiser created the song, 

Norman Rockwell painted the image of the women for a poster) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AE2z_N1fM5E  

Use Handout found below. 

T asks Ss to read the introductory discussion questions 

individually. 

Ss discuss introductory discussion questions as a pair activity, or 

as a group activity, then as a class activity. 

 

Pre-Visit 

Activity 

 

10 minutes 

 

 

 

 

30 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

45 minutes 

 

T and Ss review how to search the Internet and search for Rosie 

the Riveter National Historic Park’s website. 

Ss spend time on exploring the information on the website and 

begin to prepare for their visit to the Rosie the Riveter National 

Historic Site.  

Ss do this activity individually or with a partner. 

T introduces and discusses the tables presented in the 

Supplemental Material on pages 31 and 32 and provides a 

framework for the preparation activities.  

T gives special attention to how to find out about the short 

historic films shown at the museum. 

T asks Ss to fill out the table with relevant information. 

T leads class discussion and planning activities for the visit to 

the park. 

T makes sure that there is a clear plan of the group visit, and 

each S has an assigned role.  

Ss are able to define and ready to perform the assigned tasks to 

visit the park. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AE2z_N1fM5E
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Activities Activity 

time 

Activity Format 

Life Skills 

 

40 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

20 minutes 

 

Ss study the map presented on page 34 (portion of Bay Trail 

map located near the Rosie the Riveter Historical Site). 

Ss also search for the Bay Trail map website and discover its 

content. 

Ss describe and discuss the information they find on the website 

with a partner or in a small group. 

T leads class discussion about the purpose of the Bay Area Trail 

map along with the information we can find there. 

 

On Location 2-4 hours, 

(travel 

time not 

included) 

T and Ss visit the Rosie the Riveter Historical Site in Richmond 

according to the plan they developed in class.  

Ss perform ‘Adventure Activities’ found on page 36. 

Focus on the museum and the short films. 

Ss spend time outside the museum and discover portion of the 

Bay Area Trail. 

 

Vocabulary Ongoing The vocabulary table is included for Ss to use and write down 

words that they are not yet familiar with.   

 

Focus on 

Experience 

 

15 minutes 

 

40-60 

minutes 

T and Ss review the transitional expressions on page 39 to use in 

the writing exercise. 

This can be a take-home writing exercise. 

Ss to write about their experience at the Rosie the Riveter 

National Historic Site. 

The length of the essay may be longer or shorter than defined on 

page 37. 

Closing 

Activity 

 

 

40 minutes 

30-40 

minutes 

(depending 

on class 

size) 

2 types of activity: 

1. Discussion.   

2. Presentation. 

Ss to read the questions individually. 

Discussions can take place with student partner, then as a group 

or class to summarize what they learned in this chapter. 

The presentation preparation can be a take-home activity with a 

partner.  Ss to choose one of the questions to prepare a 

presentation on with a partner. 
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CHAPTER 4 - HANDOUT 

Song: Rosie the Riveter 

 

Lyrics: Redd Evans and John Jacob Loeb 

Music: Redd Evans and John Jacob Loeb 

Year: 1942 

 

 

While other girls attend their fav'rite 

cocktail bar,  

Sipping dry Martinis, munching caviar,  

There's a girl who's really putting them to 

shame,  

Rosie is her name... 

All the day long, whether rain or shine,  

She's a part of the assembly line.  

She's making history,  

Working for victory,  

Rosie (Brrr)* the Riveter. 

Keeps a sharp lookout for sabotage,  

Sitting up there on the fuselage.  

That little frail can do,  

More than a male can do,  

Rosie (Brrr)* the riveter. 

Rosie's got a boyfriend, Charlie.  

Charlie, he's a Marine.  

Rosie is protecting Charlie,  

Working overtime,  

On the riveting machine.  

This song was originally posted on 

protestsonglyrics.net  

When they gave her a production "E",  

She was as proud as a girl could be.  

There's something true, about red, white and 

blue  

 

About Rosie (Brrr)* the Riveter.  

About Rosie (Brrr)* the Riveter. 

Ev'ry one stops to admire the scene,  

Rosie at work on the B-Nineteen,  

She's never twittery,  

nervous or jittery,  

Rosie (Brrr)* the riveter. 

What if she's smeared full of oil and grease,  

Doing her bit for the old Lend-lease,  

She keeps the gang around,  

They love to hang around,  

Rosie (Brrr)* the riveter.  

This song was originally posted on 

protestsonglyrics.net  

Rosie's buys a lot of war bonds,  

The girl really has sense,  

Wishes she could purchase more bonds,  

Putting all her cash,  

Into national defense. 

Senator Jones, who is "in the know",  

Shouted these words on the radio,  

Berlin will hear about,  

Moscow will cheer about,  

Rosie (Brrr)* the riveter.  

Rosie (Brrr)* the riveter. 

  

http://www.protestsonglyrics.net/
http://www.protestsonglyrics.net/
http://www.protestsonglyrics.net/
http://www.protestsonglyrics.net/
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Chapter 5 – Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site 

CHAPTER OBJECTIVE 

After completing this chapter, students will be able to discuss aspects of Eugene O’Neill’s life 

and will be able to prepare a plan to sign up for volunteering at an organization. 

EVALUATION / ASSESSMENT 

The exercises incorporated into the chapter activities serve as assessment for instructors.  No 

specific testing has been planned. 

PLANNING TIME 

45 minutes 

 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES 

 

Activities Activity 

time 

Activity Format 

Introductory 

Discussion 

 

45 minutes Teacher (T) shows photos of Eugene O’Neill, Charlie Chaplin, 

Oona O’Neill, and different theatres. 

T asks Ss to read the introductory discussion questions 

individually. 

Ss discuss introductory discussion questions as a pair activity, or 

as a group activity, then as a class activity. 

 

Pre-Visit 

Activity 

 

10 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

30 minutes 

 

 

 

45 minutes 

 

T and Ss review how to search the Internet and search for 

Eugene O’Neill National Historic Park’s website. 

Ss spend time on exploring the information on the website and 

begin to prepare for their visit to the Eugene O’Neill National 

Historic Site.  

Ss do pre-visit activity individually or with a partner. 

T introduces and discusses the tables presented in the on page 44 

and provides a framework for the preparation activities.  

T focuses on how to find out about the special visitation 

schedule and bus schedule to the site. 

T asks Ss to fill out the table with relevant information. 

T leads class discussion and planning activities for the visit to 

the park. 

T makes sure that there is a clear plan of the group visit, and 

each S has an assigned role.  

Ss are able to define and ready to perform the assigned tasks to 

visit the park. 

Visiting the Eugene O’Neill Historical Site is complex.   

Ss must develop a clear plan to visit. 
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Activities Activity 

time 

Activity Format 

Life Skills 

 

60 minutes 

 

 

 

Ss continue exploring the website of the Eugene O’Neill 

National Historic Park and fine out about volunteering 

opportunities. 

Ss work with a partner to learn about each other’s volunteer 

interests, then they share in class what their partner is interested 

in. 

 

Vocabulary Ongoing The vocabulary table is included for Ss to use and write down 

words that they are not yet familiar with.   

 

On Location 2-4 hours, 

(travel 

time not 

included) 

T and Ss visit the Eugene O’Neill Historical Site in Danville 

according to the plan they developed in class.  

Ss perform ‘Adventure Activities’ found on page 48. 

Focus of the visit is the Museum and Barn Theatre. 

 

Focus on 

Experience 

 

15 minutes 

 

40-60 

minutes 

T and Ss review the transitional expressions on page 49 to use in 

the writing exercise. 

This can be a take-home writing exercise. 

Ss to write about their experience at the Eugene O’Neill 

National Historic Site. 

The length of the essay may be longer or shorter than defined on 

page 49. 

Closing 

Activity 

 

 

40 minutes 

30-40 

minutes 

(depending 

on class 

size) 

2 types of activity: 

1. Discussion.   

2. Presentation. 

Ss to read the questions individually. 

Discussions can take place with student partner, then as a group 

or class to summarize what they learned in this chapter. 

The presentation preparation can be a take-home activity with a 

partner.  Ss to choose one of the questions to prepare a 

presentation on with a partner. 

 

 

 


