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Video Slides — “East Meets West in the American Classroom”

T e
EAST MEETS WEST

in the American classroom

Dimensions of cultural differences

o Individualism vs. collectivism = value individual or group?
o collectivist cultures (i.e. Asian culture)
¢ individualistic cultures (i.e. American culture)
°Power distance = degree to which inequality in relationships is
accepted by those less powerful
© higher power distance culture (i.e. Asian culture)
ovs. lower power distance culture (i.e. American culture)

Stepping inside the Asian classroom

oKey Differences:
° Relationship between teachers and students
(power distance)
© Class participation (individualism vs.
collectivism)
°Style of learning and assessment

Relationship between teacher and student

© Greater degree of formality and respect
towards teachers

o Challenging teacher or interrupting
considered disrespectful e ﬁl E.EE

© Casual relationship with teacher in
American classroom
uncomfortable/considered disrespectful

s

Class participation

o Prefer to remain inconspicuous in the
classroom & not stand out

° Used to sitting quietly and listening to
teacher lecture

°Group work uncommon

©Frustration with unfamiliar interaction-
orientated American classroom with focus
on class participation, discussions, & group
work

= © Lecture-style lessons, follow textbook, clear
notes to copy

o Teacher transmitter of knowledge, students
receptors of this knowledge

° Expected to memorize & master without
question or discussion

° Unaccustomed to American classroom style
of critical thinking & open-ended questions

Educational Implications

o Think of cultural explanations for classroom behavior
° quiet in classroom
© not offering opinion
o discomfort with group work

©May take students some time getting used to new environment
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