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Praise for RICHARD BURGIN’S
The Conference on Beautiful Moments

FROM JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY PRESS

“Burgin skates along the edge of realism
and dark fantasy in fiction so supremely
well made that all manner of fancy and
menace is readily ingested.”

— Booklist

“Burgin is the poet laureate of loneliness
and longing, writing economically, with
humor and exquisite attention to interior
monologues.”

— The Philadelphia Inquirer

“If his literary career ended today,
Richard Burgin would certainly be ranked
in the top tier of American short story
writers . . . The Conference on Beautiful
Moments offers some of his best writing
...enjoy yet another strong collection by
a master practioner of the short story”

— The Pedestal Magazine.com

“This is a work Chekhov could appreciate.”
— Review of Contemporary Fiction

“Burgin as a portraitist of conjugal love
that is neither idealized nor desperately
bleak bears comparison with some
of the literary-historical peaks in
relationship-realism, like, say, William
Dean Howells and Alice Munro.”

— Chautauqua Literary Journal

“Burgin is always inventive and
suspenseful, with tough and truthful
insights about the quest for identity,
authenticity, connection and
committment.”

— The Chicago Tribune

“Richard Burgin's voice is what takes

you in. Over the course of several fiction

collections and a novel, Ghost Quartet,

it has carved out a distinctive and

unmistakable place in American letters.”
— Per Contra

“Burgin’s compelling work examines
loneliness...Burgin does a superb job of
channeling an essential human need.”

— St. Lovis Post Dispatch

“It takes a masterful writer to create
characters who, regardless of whether
they are likeable, keep the reader
engaged. Richard Burgin is such a writer”
— Janvary Maguazine
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