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UNIVERSITY OF
SAN FRANCISCO

ILetter and Consent Form for the Principal, Parents, and Guardians of Minors|
TITLE OF PROJECT
COMPREHENSIVE SELF-SELECTED READING AND STUDENT ENGAGEMENT WITH THE NOVEL: A PROGRAM
EVALUATION

RESEARCHER NAME AND CONTACT INFORMATION
Jennesis K. Jensen DeRosales, Ed.D Candidate (415) 602-2914

PURPOSE OF STUDY

The purpose of this descriptive study is to describe the impact of Comprehensive Self-Selected Reading on shifts
in student reading trends, and to generate hypotheses as to what “reading well” actually means in the mind of
the reader and the educator.

DURATION AND LOCATION OF STUDY
SPRING 2014 Academic Year; High School Campus

PROCEDURES
Four students shall be interviewed regarding the Comprehensive Self-Selected Reading Program

POTENTIAL RISKS AND DISCOMFORTS
None foreseen

BENEFITS
Student voice shall be contributed to university research

CONFIDENTIALITY/ANONYMITY
All identities shall be kept confidential

COMPENSATION FOR PARTICIPATION
After school snacks

RIGHT TO REFUSE OR WITHDRAW
All subjects have the right to refuse or withdraw from the study at any time

OFFER TO ANSWER QUESTIONS
All questions shall be answered if requested by the subject

Agreement
[ am aware that students shall be interviewed with guardian permission, and have received a copy of this form.

Principal Name (Print) School

Principal Signature Date

I have explained to the above named individual the nature and purpose, benefits and possible risks associated
with participation in this research. I have answered all questions that have been raised and I have provided the
participant with a copy of this form.

Jennesis K. Jensen DeRosales, Ed.D Candidate
Researcher Signature Date
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UNIVERSITY OF
SAN FRANCISCO

Spring Semester 2014
Dear Parents/Guardians:

My name is Jennesis K. Jensen DeRosales, and I am a doctoral candidate in Education at the University of
San Francisco. I am sending this letter to explain why I would like for your child to participate in my
research project. I am studying student self-selected reading, and would like to see how students engage
with texts that are self-selected rather than instructor-selected. I would like to hear students speak about
their own experiences with self-selected reading, exploring what “reading well” actually means in both the
mind of the student reader and the educator.

With your permission, I will ask your child to participate in a brief interview regarding their experience
with self-selected reading, and how they engage with self-selected novel(s) in and out of class. Your child’s
participation in this study is completely voluntary and will not affect their grades in any way. Your child
may quit this study at any time by simply saying: “Stop” or “I do not wish to participate.”

The study will be conducted on campus. There are no known risks involved in this study and your child

will not receive any compensation for his or her participation. To protect your child’s confidentiality, your
child’s name will not appear on any record sheets. The information obtained will not be shared with anyone,
unless required by law. My faculty chair, Dr. Brian Gerrard and I, will maintain the records. If you have
any questions, please contact me at (415) 602 2914 or via email at jennesis2@hotmail.com

This letter will serve as a consent form for your child’s participation and will be kept in the School of
Education at the University of San Francisco.

If you have any questions about this study, please contact Dr. Brian Gerrard, the faculty chair of this project,
at TEL: (415) 422-2137, or gerrardb@usfca.edu. If you have any questions about your child’s rights as a
participant, you may contact the University of San Francisco IRB through Christy Lusareta, IRB
Coordinator, at (415) 422-6091.

Please have your child return this form to Jennesis K. Jensen DeRosales by (Date)
Sincerely yours,
Jennesis K. Jensen DeRosales, Ed.D Candidate

Statement of Consent

I read the above consent form for the project entitled COMPREHENSIVE SELF-SELECTED READING AND
STUDENT ENGAGEMENT WITH THE NOVEL: A PROGRAM EVALUATION conducted by Jennesis K. Jensen
DeRosales, doctoral candidate at the University of San Francisco. The nature, demands, risk, and benefits of the
project have been explained to me. I am aware that [ have the opportunity to ask questions about this
research. [ understand that I may withdraw my consent and discontinue my child’s participation at any time
without penalty.

Child’s Name (print clearly)

Signature of Legal Guardian Date



113

APPENDIX B



114

UNIVERSITY OF
SAN FRANCISCO

Research Request for Assent Letter: Older Child Subject

Spring Semester 2014
Dear Student:

My name is Jennesis K. Jensen DeRosales, and | am a doctoral student in the School of Education at the
University of San Francisco. | am asking you to participate in a project that examines engagement with self-
selected reading.

| am asking for your participation in a short interview regarding your experiences with a self-selected reading
program conducted in class. Your parents or legal guardians have already given permission for you to
participate in this study, but you do not have to participate if you choose. You may quit this study at any
time by simply telling me that you do not want to continue. You can skip any questions or tasks that you do
not want to complete. Your participation in this study will not affect your grades in any way.

There are no known risks involved in this study and you will receive nothing for your participation. To protect
your confidentiality, your responses will not be shared with anyone unless required by law. The responses
you make will be kept by my professor and dissertation chair Dr. Brian Gerrard and me. Neither your
teachers nor your parents will know if you chose to participate in this project, or will know the answers you
provide.

If you have any question about this study, please contact me at (415) 602 2914.

Sincerely yours,

Jennesis K. Jensen DeRosales, Ed.D Candidate

Agreement
| agree to participate in this research project and | have received a copy of this form.

Student’s Name (Please Print)

Student’s Signature Date

| have explained to the above named individual the nature and purpose, benefits and possible risks
associated with participation in this research. | have answered all questions that have been raised and |
have provided the participant with a copy of this form.

Researcher Signature Date



