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Your permission to conduct this study would be most appreciated. Would you kindly sign
below and return this letter by November 25, 2011 in the enclosed self-addressed stamped
envelope? If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at your earliest
convenience via email at scottkier@gmail.com or cell phone 925.948.5355.

Thank you in advance for considering this request for the participation of the Christian
Brothers from the New Orleans - Santa Fe District in this dissertation study.

Sipgerely,

Scott Kier

> =
e\,
HLTAG AP

Visitor
New Orleans - Santa Fe District

Coldwcll, FSC Date
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[DATE]
Dear Brother [FNAME],

I am the Dean of Students at Saint Mary’s College of California and a doctoral student in
the Catholic Educational Leadership Program in the School of Education at the
University of San Francisco. I am also a graduate of St. Joseph’s Collegiate Institute in
Buffalo, NY, and have worked at St. Joseph’s, as well as at De La Salle Collegiate in
Warren, MI.

I have received permission from Brother [VISITOR FNAME)], Visitor for [DISTRICT],
to conduct interviews for my dissertation study on the De La Salle Christian Brothers’
personal experience of Catholic identity at their institution of higher education in the
United States. Specifically, I am researching the Brothers’ personal characterizations of
Catholic identity, their historical and current personal experiences of Catholic identity,
and their envisioning of the future of Catholic identity in higher education.

Utilizing an on-line blog, I will be conducting my research with the Brothers currently
assigned to institutions of higher education in the United States. The purpose of this study
is not an evaluation or an assessment of the Catholic identity at a specific institution.
Rather, this research will allow the Christian Brothers to share their personal
experience(s) of Catholic identity in higher education.

This study will add to the body of research regarding Catholic identity and specifically
gives voice to the personal experiences of the Christian Brothers regarding their
experience of Catholic identity. I have spoken with Brother Robert Schieler, FSC,
General Councilor, and he has endorsed this proposed study. I promise confidentiality of
all participants and of each Lasallian college and university when reporting my results.

I would like to visit your community and introduce myself to you and the Brothers.
Research has shown that creating a rapport with the participants encourages active
participation, as opposed to only receiving an email inviting participation. When I meet
with the community, I will share the purpose of my study, review the online blog, and
answer any questions. Additionally, I will provide each Brother who agrees to participate
in the study with an Informed Consent Form. I envision my visit to occur in mid-April,
shortly before the commencement of the study.

If you are agreeable to this initial meeting, please contact me at your earliest convenience
via email at scottkier@gmail.com or cell phone 925.948.5355 and we can confirm a date
and time.

Thank you in advance for considering this request.

Sincerely,
Scott Kier
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INFORMED CONSENT FORM
UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO

CONSENT TO BE A RESEARCH SUBJECT

Purpose and Background

Scott Kier, a doctoral student in the School of Education at the University of San Francisco, is
conducting a study on the experiences of Catholic identity by De La Salle Christian Brothers in
higher education. The research is being conducted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for
the degree of Doctor of Education at the University of San Francisco.

An important segment of American higher education, Catholic colleges and universities, will
benefit from understanding the experiences of the sponsoring religious congregation in regard to
Catholic identity. Generally, many in Catholic higher education believe that their institutions are
quickly becoming secularized, losing their sense of a Catholic or religious order identity. If this
is true and if the trend continues, an important segment of higher education, the voices of the
sponsoring religious congregation, may be lost forever.

I am being asked to participate because I am De La Salle Christian Brother who is assigned to an
institution of higher education. At the institution, I hold or have held one of the following
positions: (a) administration, (b) faculty, or (c) staff.

Procedures

If I agree to be a participant in this study, I will be given the Internet address where the online
blog can be found. The researcher will post interview questions every week and I will have the
opportunity to respond to the questions at any time during the week. The researcher may ask a
follow-up question or questions to seek additional clarification. The answers I provide will be
viewed only by myself and the researcher.

Risks and/or Discomforts

It is possible that some of the questions asked on the blog may make me feel uncomfortable, but
I am free to decline to answer any questions I do not wish to answer or to stop participation at
any time. The researcher will do what he can to minimize the possibility of such.

Benefits

There will be no direct benefit to me from participating in this study. An anticipated benefit of
this study is a better understanding of the experiences of Catholic identity by the Christian
Brothers in higher education. My participation in this study allows me to know that I have made
an important contribution to both the research on Catholic identity in higher education, as well as
preserving the experiences of the Christian Brothers.

Confidentiality

My participation in research may mean of loss of confidentiality. All records of the study will be
kept as confidential as possible. No individual identities will be used in any reports of

-over -
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publications resulting from this study. Only the researcher will have direct access to the online
blog and the researcher may be required to share research information with his dissertation
committee prior to the completion of his dissertation. At the completion of the study and writing
of the findings, the online blog will be deleted. All digital files will be secured in a password-
protected computer hard-drive; all paper documents, including the researcher’s copy of this
informed consent form, will be kept in a secure file cabinet.

Voluntary Participation
My participation in this study is voluntary. I am free to decide to participate in this study, or even
to withdraw from it up to the conclusion of the last interview question.

Costs/Financial Considerations

The time I spend answering the interview questions on the online blog, of approximately 1-2
hours total, will be a cost to me. There will be no financial costs to me as a result of taking part
in this study.

Payment/Reimbursement
I understand there will be no formal reimbursement for participation in this study.

Questions

I have talked to Scott Kier about this study and have had my questions answered. If I have
further questions about the study, I may call him at (925) 948-5355. If I have any questions or
comments about participation in this study, I should first talk with the researcher. If for some
reason I do not wish to do this, I may contact the IRBPHS, which is concerned with protection of
volunteers in research projects. I may reach the IRBPHS office by calling (415) 422-6091 and
leaving a voicemail message, by e-mailing IRBPHS@usfca.edu, or by writing to the IRBPHS,
Department of Psychology, University of San Francisco, 2130 Fulton Street, San Francisco, CA
94117-1080.

Contact Information
The email address to send the link for the online blog is:

Consent
I have read the above information, and I have been given a copy of this consent form to keep.

My signature below indicates that I agree to participate in this study.

Subject’s Signature Date of Signature

Signature of Person Obtaining Consent Date of Signature

-over -
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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION FORM

Personal Experiences of Catholic Identity

This form does not serve in any way as a Consent Form for your participation

Name:

Email:

Most recent position at the college/university (check only one):

] Administration (includes President, Vice Presidents, Deans of Students, and other
Cabinet level positions)

U Faculty (full- or part-time)

[ Staff (needing an advanced degree to hold the position)
Are you currently retired? [ ] Yes [ ] No
Number of years as a Christian Brother:
Number of years assigned to an institution of higher education:
Number of institutions of higher education you have been assigned to:

Have you ever been assigned to a secondary school? [ ] Yes [ ] No

If yes, numbers of years assigned to a secondary school:

Researcher use only username:

password:.
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[DATE]

Brother [FNAME] [LNAME]
[ADDRESS]
[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

Dear Brother [FNAME]:

My name is Scott Kier and I am a graduate student in the Catholic Education Leadership
Program in the School of Education at the University of San Francisco. I am conducting a
study on the experiences of Christian Brothers regarding Catholic identity in higher
education. I am interested in learning how Catholic identity is defined by the Brothers,
what have been their personal experiences of Catholic identity in higher education in the
past, how it they experience it today, and how they envision it in the future. I have the
permission of Brother [VISITOR FNAME] [VISITOR LNAME], Visitor of
[DISTRICT], to conduct this research in your District.

You are invited to participate in this research study because you are a De La Salle
Christian Brother assigned to a college or university sponsored by the Christian Brothers
and hold one of the following positions: (a) administration, (b) faculty, or (¢) staff. If you
agree to participate in this study, you will be given the Internet address where the online
blog may be found.

You are free to decline to answer any question on the blog that may make you feel
uncomfortable, or to stop participation at any time. The interview questions will be
posted on the blog on a weekly basis over a three week period and you may answer the
questions at any time during the week. The individual responses to the interview
questions will remain confidential and will only be known to the researcher. No
individual identities will be used in any reports or publications. Upon the conclusion of
the research, the online blog will be deleted.

While there will be no direct benefit to you from participating in this study, the
anticipated benefit of this study is a better understanding of the experiences of the
Christian Brothers related to Catholic identity in higher education. There will be no costs
to you as a result of taking part in this study, nor will you be reimbursed for your
participation in this study.

If you have questions about the research, you may contact me at (925) 948-5355. If you
have further questions about the study, you may contact the IRBPHS at the University of
San Francisco, which is concerned with protection of volunteers in research projects. You
may reach the IRBPHS office by calling (415) 422-6091 and leaving a voicemail
message, by e-mailing IRBPHS@usfca.edu, or by writing to the IRBPHS, Counseling
Psychology Department, University of San Francisco, 2130 Fulton Street, San Francisco,
CA 94117-1071.
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Your participation in this study is voluntary and you are free to decide to participate in
this study, or even to withdraw from it, up to the conclusion of the last interview
question. The Brother Visitor is aware of and endorses this study; he does not require that
you participate in this research and it is your decision as to whether or not to participate.

Thank you for considering to participate in this research study.
Sincerely,
Scott Kier

Doctoral Student
University of San Francisco
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[DATE]

Dear Brother,

Thank you for agreeing to participate in my research study examining the experiences of
the De La Salle Christian Brothers in regard to Catholic identity in higher education. I
appreciate your willingness to share with me your personal experiences of Catholic
identity.

As indicated, this qualitative research will be conducted utilizing an online blog. The
blog may be found at www kier-research.com (click on link or copy and paste into your
web browser). I would encourage you to visit the online blog as soon as possible to make
certain that the link works and you are able to access the blog. Please email me at
scottkier@gmail.com or contact me at 925.948.5355 if you experience any problems.

To access the blog, please use your unique username and password:

Username: [PSEUDONYM]
Password: [PASSWORD]

The initial set of interview questions will be posted on [START DATE] and I will send
you a reminder email after the interview questions have been posted.

Thank you again and should you have any questions, please feel free to email at
scottkier@gmail.com or call me at 925.948.5355.

Sincerely,

Scott
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-
G M I ' Scott Kier <scottkier@gmail.com>
by Google

IRB Application #12-029 - Approved

USF IRBPHS <irbphs@usfca.edu> Mon, Mar 26, 2012 at 12:29 PM
To: scottkier@gmail.com
Cc: shimabukurog@usfca.edu

March 26, 2012

Dear Mr. Kier:

The Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects (IRBPHS)
at the University of San Francisco (USF) has reviewed your request for human

subjects approval regarding your study.

Your application has been approved by the committee (IRBPHS #12-029). Please
note the following:

1. Approval expires twelve (12) months from the dated noted above. At that
time, if you are still in collecting data from human subjects, you must file

a renewal application.

2. Any modifications to the research protocol or changes in instrumentation
(including wording of items) must be communicated to the IRBPHS.
Re-submission of an application may be required at that time.

3. Any adverse reactions or complications on the part of participants must
be reported (in writing) to the IRBPHS within ten (10) working days.

If you have any questions, please contact the IRBPHS at (415) 422-6091.
On behalf of the IRBPHS committee, | wish you much success in your research.
Sincerely,

Terence Patterson, EdD, ABPP
Chair, Institutional Review Board for the Protection of Human Subjects

IRBPHS — University of San Francisco
Counseling Psychology Department
Education Building — Room 017

2130 Fulton Street

San Francisco, CA 94117-1080

(415) 422-6091 (Message)

(415) 422-5528 (Fax)
irbphs@usfca.edu

http://www.usfca.edu/soe/students/irbphs/
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[DATE]

Dear Brother,

The initial set of interview questions have been posted to the online blog. The blog may
be found at www.kier-research.com (click on link or copy and paste into your web
browser).

Interview question responses are accessible only to you, the participant, and me, the
researcher. Other participants do not have access to your entries.

To access the blog, please use your unique username and password:

Username: [PSEUDONYM]
Password: [PASSWORD]

Reminder: your participation in this study is voluntary and you are free to decide to
participate in this study, or even to withdraw from it, up to the conclusion of the last
interview question. The Brother Visitor is aware of and endorses this study, but he does
not require that you participate in this research and it is your decision as to whether or not
to participate.

Should you have problems accessing the blog and wish to cease participation, please
email at scottkier@gmail.com or contact me at 925.948.5355.

Sincerely,

Scott
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ON ONLINE BLOG AND PROVIDING INITIAL SET
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Dear Brother,

Thank you again for agreeing to participate in my doctoral dissertation research in which

I am examining the experiences of the Christian Brothers' in regard to Catholic identity in
higher education in the United States. I appreciate your willingness to share with me your
personal experiences.

I have experienced some unexpected problems with the online blog created for the
posting and responding to the interview questions. In it's present capacity, I have not been
able to maintain the confidentiality of you, the participant, while answering the questions.
Since your confidentiality is very important to me, I have decided to send the initial set of
questions along via this email as I work out the problems with the online blog.

The following are the initial set of questions:
1. Please describe what Catholic identity in higher education means to you.

2. As a Christian Brother, when you were first assigned to an institution of higher
education, what was your experience of Catholic identity?

3. As a Christian Brother, when you were first assigned to an institution of higher
education, did your institution meet your description of Catholic identity? If so, how did
it meet your expectations? If it did not, how did it not meet your expectations?

4. Please share a personal story that captures your experience of Catholic identity when
you were first assigned to an institution of higher education as a Christian Brother.

Within the next seven days, please respond to these questions via return email. Your
answers will be accessible to only you, the participant, and me, the researcher. For your
planning, the next set of interview questions will be sent to you on May 7, 2012 and the
final set will be sent on May 14, 2012.

Reminder, your participation in this study is voluntary and you are free to decide to
participate in this study, or even to withdraw from it, up to the conclusion of the last
interview question. The Brother Visitor is aware of and endorses this study, but he does
not require that you participate in this research and it is your decision as to whether or not
to participate. Please email me if you wish to cease participation in this research.

Sincerely,
Scott
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Dear Brother,

A reminder, if you haven't submitted responses to the initial set of interview questions, I
have included them below. I appreciate your taking the time to answer these questions as
I look forward to documenting the voice of the Christian Brothers on this topic.

On Monday evening, I will send the second set of interview questions.

Thank you again for your participation in my doctoral research study.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to email me or call me at 925.948.5355.

Sincerely,
Scott
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Dear Brother,

Thank you again for participating in my doctoral research study on the De La Salle
Christian Brothers' experiences of Catholic identity in higher education. Today
commences the second of the three weeks of the research study with the posting of the
second set of interview questions.

The following are the second set of questions:
1. Today, what is your experience of Catholic identity in higher education?

2. Since you began your service in higher education, how, if at all, has your experience
of Catholic identity changed?

3. From your experience, what is the greatest contribution being made to strengthen the
Catholic identity in higher education?

4. Please share a personal story that captures your experience of Catholic identity today
in higher education.

Within the next seven days, please respond to these questions via return email. Your
answers will be accessible to only you, the participant, and me, the researcher. For your
planning, the next and final set of interview questions will be sent on May 14, 2012.

Reminder, your participation in this study is voluntary and you are free to decide to
participate in this study, or even to withdraw from it, up to the conclusion of the last
interview question. The Brother Visitor is aware of and endorses this study, but he does
not require that you participate in this research and it is your decision as to whether or not
to participate. Please email me if you wish to cease participation in this research.

Sincerely,
Scott
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Dear Brother,

A reminder, if you haven't submitted responses to the second set of interview questions, |
have included them below. I appreciate your taking the time to answer these questions as
I look forward to documenting the voice of the Christian Brothers on this topic.

On Monday evening, I will send the third and final set of interview questions.

Thank you again for your participation in my doctoral research study.

Should you have any questions, please feel free to email me or call me at 925.948.5355.

Sincerely,
Scott
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Dear Brother,

Thank you again for participating in my doctoral research study on the De La Salle
Christian Brothers' experiences of Catholic identity in higher education. Today
commences the final week of the research study with the posting of the third set of
interview questions.

The following are the third set of questions:

la. In higher education, what will Catholic identity look like in 5 years?
1b. In higher education, what will Catholic identity look like in 10 years?
Ic. In higher education, what will Catholic identity look like in 20 years?

2. What do you see as the greatest challenge facing higher education in regard to Catholic
identity?

Within the next seven days, please respond to these questions via return email. Your
answers will be accessible to only you, the participant, and me, the researcher. I would
appreciate your answering these questions by midnight on Tuesday, May 22, 2012.

Reminder, your participation in this study is voluntary and you are free to decide to
participate in this study, or even to withdraw from it, up to the conclusion of the last
interview question. The Brother Visitor is aware of and endorses this study, but he does
not require that you participate in this research and it is your decision as to whether or not
to participate. Please email me if you wish to cease participation in this research.

Sincerely,
Scott
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Dear Brother,

I wanted to remind you that I am wrapping up my research and wanted to give you the
opportunity to submit your responses to the Week 3 questions (I have copied the
questions below). I have been fortunate to have had 20 Brothers participate in the first
two weeks and I would like to have the same number of respondents for the final week as
well. I know these last two weeks have been busy with travel, meetings, exams, and
commencement, but know that I would appreciate your responses if you can send along.
Please let me know if you will need some additional time to send along your responses to
the week 3 questions (one Brother didn't respond to week 2 as well but I have also
included those questions below -- I know this has been an extremely busy last two weeks
and I would be interested in your responses!).

Thank you again!
Scott

The following are the third set of questions:

la. In higher education, what will Catholic identity look like in 5 years?
1b. In higher education, what will Catholic identity look like in 10 years?
Ic. In higher education, what will Catholic identity look like in 20 years?

2. What do you see as the greatest challenge facing higher education in regard to Catholic
identity?

The following are the second set of questions:
1. Today, what is your experience of Catholic identity in higher education?

2. Since you began your service in higher education, how, if at all, has your experience
of Catholic identity changed?

3. From your experience, what is the greatest contribution being made to strengthen the
Catholic identity in higher education?

4. Please share a personal story that captures your experience of Catholic identity today
in higher education.
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CLOSURE OF RESEARCH STUDY



180

Dear Brother,

On Tuesday, May 22, 2012, at midnight PST, I will be concluding my research. If you
have not already done so, I would encourage you to respond to the questions prior to the
closing of the study.

Reminder: Your participation in this study is voluntary and you are free to decide to
participate in this study, or even to withdraw from it, up to the conclusion of the last
interview question. The Brother Visitor is aware of and endorses this study, but he does
not require that you participate in this research and it is your decision as to whether or not
to participate.

Should you have any questions, please email or contact me at 925.948.5355.

Sincerely,

Scott
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Dear Brother,

Thank you for participating in my research study examining your experiences of Catholic
identity in higher education. I appreciate the sharing of your personal experiences and
when completed, I would be happy to share electronically with you my findings.

If you would like to receive an electronic copy of the dissertation, please email at
scottkier@gmail.com or contact me at 925.948.5355.

Again, thank you for your participation!
Sincerely,

Scott



