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Appendix E (iv) 
 
Student Drawings of Household Water Supply   
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Appendix F (i) 
 
Consent Cover Letter for Sample Schools 

 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
My name is Jennifer Emick and I am graduate student of International Studies at the 
University of San Francisco in California, USA. I am doing a study on the impact of 
access to water on young women’s enrollment and retention in secondary school. In order 
to carry out this study, I need to survey female secondary students from several different 
schools in Kenya. Your daughter’s school,__________, is one of the schools that has 
granted me approval to conduct this research.  
 
Your daughter is being asked to participate in this study because she was randomly 
selected from the school’s female population.  
 
I would much appreciate if your daughter could participate in my research study. The full 
extent of her participation would involve the completion of a brief questionnaire, 
interview and focus group discussion. Copies of the questionnaire, interview and focus 
group discussion are attached to this consent form for your review.  
 
It is possible that some of the questions asked may be uncomfortable for your daughter to 
answer, but she is free to decline to answer any question or discontinue her participation 
in the study at any time.  
 
Although there is no direct benefit to your daughter for her participation, the likely 
benefits of this study include a familiarization of issues surrounding water, and an 
increased understanding of the challenge of gender equalization. Moreover, this study 
will enable cross-cultural dialogue between Kenyan students and an international student 
from America.   
 
There will be no costs to you or your daughter for taking part in this study, nor will there 
be any compensation. However, as a small gesture of appreciation, I have a small gift for 
each student participant that includes a pencil, notepad and pencil sharpener.  
 
If you have questions about my research, please contact me through a written note that 
can be delivered to your daughter’s school.  
 
Your daughter’s participation in this study is voluntary. You are therefore free to decline 
consent for her participation or allow her to withdraw from the study at any point.  
 
Thanking you in advance for your support on my most noble academic project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer Emick 
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Appendix F (ii) 
 
INFORMED CONSENT FORM 
UNIVERSITY OF SAN FRANCISCO 
CONSENT TO BE A RESEARCH SUBJECT 

 
Purpose and Background: Jennifer Emick is a graduate student in the Master of Arts in 
International Studies program at the University of San Francisco. The purpose of this 
research is to determine the extent to which access to potable water affects female 
academic achievement at the secondary level of Kenya’s public school system. I am 
being asked to participate in this study because I am a female student at the______ 
Secondary School. 

Procedures: If I agree to be a participant in this study, the following will happen: 

I will conduct a questionnaire that will be administered at my school by a field 
researcher. The questionnaire will be used to gather data on my time spent on household 

water collection, distance to household water source, distance to school, time spent 

traveling to and from school, mode of transportation and attendance rates. I will also be 
interviewed using social media by the lead researcher who will be based in the USA. The 
Skype/phone interview will be conducted at my school and will not interrupt with my 
schooling. Jennifer Emick, the lead researcher, will request the ability to audio record the 
interview to ensure accuracy in her research. I have the option to participate in the 
interview but decline Jennifer’s request to record the audio. I also have the choice to 
discontinue the study at any time, skip questions that cause discomfort as well as preserve 
complete anonymity in the final report.    

Risks and/or Discomforts: 

1. It is possible that some of the questions on academic performance and reasons for 
absenteeism may make me feel uncomfortable, but I retain the capability to decline to 
answer any questions or to discontinue participation at any time.  

2. Participation in this study will also include a minimal loss of time.   

3. Participation in this study may mean a loss of confidentiality. Study records [audio 
recordings, notes, consent forms] will be kept as confidential as possible by the lead 
researcher.  All sensitive data will be coded and secured in a computerized file that will 
be accessible only by password. All physical data will be kept in a secured box. Only 
study personnel will have access to the files and documents.    

Benefits: The potential benefits I will obtain from this study include a familiarization of 
issues surrounding water and sanitation, greater public health awareness and an increased 
understanding of the challenge of gender equalization.  



  116 

Costs: There will be no financial costs as a result of my taking part in this study. The 
only costs I will experience include the time and effort associated with the questionnaire 
and interview. 

Payment/Reimbursement: Due to the fact that this research will cost nothing to 
conduct, I will not be reimbursed for my involvement. However, I will receive a small 
gesture of appreciation from Jennifer Emick that includes a pencil, notepad, stickers and 
pencil sharpener.   

Questions: I have talked to Jennifer Emick, the lead researcher, or Mr. James Mathenge, 
the field researcher, and have had all my questions answered.  If I have further questions 
about the study, I may call Jennifer Emick’s personal cell at +001-408-476-0648 or by 
email at Jennifer.emick@yahoo.com; Additionally, I may contact Mr. James Mathenge, 
who is based in Kenya, at +254-711-434518 or by email at james.mathenge@gmail.com.  
 

If I have any questions, comments or concerns about my participation in this study, I 
should first contact Jennifer Emick by either phone or email. I also have the option to 
contact the IRBPHS directly, the institutional review board concerned with the protection 
of volunteers in research projects. I may reach the IRBPHS office by calling +001-415-
422-6091, by e-mailing IRBPHS@usfca.edu, or by writing to the IRBPHS at the address 
provided below. 

Department of Psychology 
University of San Francisco 
2130 Fulton Street  
San Francisco, CA USA 94117-1080  
 
Consent: I have been given a copy of the "Research Subject's Bill of Rights" along with 
a copy of this consent form to keep. PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH IS 
VOLUNTARY. I am free to decline to be in this study, or to withdraw from it at any 
point. 

My signature below indicates that I agree to participate in this study. 

                

Subject's Signature                                                                         Date of Signature 
 
                

Signature of Person Obtaining Consent                                         Date of Signature 
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Appendix F (iii) 
 
PARENTAL CONSENT FORM 

 
Purpose and Background: Jennifer Emick is a graduate student in the Master of Arts in 
International Studies program at the University of San Francisco. The purpose of this 
research is to determine the extent to which access to potable water affects female 
academic achievement at the secondary level of Kenya’s public school system.   

I am being asked to allow my daughter to participate in this study because she is a female 
student at the ________Secondary School. 

Procedures: If I grant my consent for my daughter’s participation, I am aware that she 
will experience the following: 

She will conduct a questionnaire that will be administered at her school by a field 
researcher. The questionnaire will be used to gather data on the time spent on household 

water collection, distance to household water source, distance to school, time spent 

traveling to and from school, mode of transportation and attendance rates. She will also 
be interviewed using social media by the lead researcher who will be based in the USA. 
The Skype/phone interview will be conducted at her school and will not interrupt with 
her schooling. Jennifer Emick, the lead researcher, will request the ability to audio record 
the interview to ensure accuracy of her research. My daughter will have the option to 
participate in the interview but decline Jennifer’s request to be audio recorded. My 
daughter will also have the choice to discontinue the study at any time, skip questions 
that cause discomfort as well as preserve complete anonymity in the final report.    

Risks and/or Discomforts: 

1. It is possible that some of the questions on academic performance and reasons for 
absenteeism may make my daughter feel uncomfortable, but she retains the option to 
decline to answer any questions or to discontinue her participation at any time. 

2. Participation in this study will also include a minimal loss of time.  

3. Participation in this study may mean a loss of confidentiality. Study records [audio 
recordings, notes, consent forms] will be kept as confidential as possible by the lead 
researcher.  All sensitive data will be coded and secured in a computerized file that will 
be accessible only by password. All physical data will be kept in a secured box. Only 
study personnel will have access to the files and documents.    

Benefits: The potential benefits my daughter will obtain from this study include a 
familiarization of issues surrounding water and an increased understanding of the 
challenge of gender equalization.  
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Costs: There will be no financial costs as a result of my daughter’s participation in this 
study. The only costs she will experience include the time and effort associated with the 
questionnaire and interview. 

Payment/Reimbursement: Due to the fact that this research will cost nothing to 
conduct, my daughter will not be reimbursed for her involvement. However, she will 
receive a small gesture of appreciation from Jennifer Emick that includes a pencil, 
notepad, stickers and pencil sharpener.   

Questions: I have talked to Jennifer Emick, the lead researcher, or Mr. James Mathenge, 
the field researcher, and have had all my questions answered.  If I have further questions 
about the study, I may call Jennifer Emick’s personal cell at +001-408-476-0648 or by 
email at Jennifer.emick@yahoo.com; Additionally, I may contact Mr. James Mathenge, 
who is based in Kenya, at +254-711-434518 or by email at james.mathenge@gmail.com.  
 

If I have any questions, comments or concerns about my participation in this study, I 
should first contact Jennifer Emick by either phone or email. I also have the option to 
contact the IRBPHS directly, the institutional review board concerned with the protection 
of volunteers in research projects. I may reach the IRBPHS office by calling +001-415-
422-6091, by e-mailing IRBPHS@usfca.edu, or by writing to the IRBPHS at the address 
provided below. 

Department of Psychology 
University of San Francisco 
2130 Fulton Street  
San Francisco, CA USA 94117-1080  
 
Consent: I have been given a copy of the "Research Subject's Bill of Rights" along with 
a copy of this consent form to keep. PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH IS 
VOLUNTARY. I am free to decline to be in this study, or to withdraw from it at any 
point. 

My signature below indicates that I agree to participate in this study. 

                

Subject's Signature                                                                         Date of Signature 
 
                

Signature of Person Obtaining Consent                                         Date of Signature 
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Appendix F (iv) 
 

 

  

18th May 2012 

 

KWS/MRS/5002 

 

The 

 

Institutional Review Board For The Protection Of Human Subjects 

University Of San Francisco 

2130 Fulton Street 

San Francisco, Ca 94117 

 

Dear Members of the Committee, 

 
R E : JE NNI F E R E M I C K R ESE A R C H ST UD Y : The Impact of Water on !"#$%&' Education In 

($%)*&'+,$-"%.*/)+,-0""1' 

Kenya Wildlife Service is a conservation organisation charged with the mandate of conservating fauna and 

flora both in and outside the protected areas. We are also charged with the conservation of five important 

water towers in the country one of which( Mt Kenya),  is the study site to be focused by the above named 

student. 

 

This is to inform you that we have studied this research proposal which outlines the great need for such study 

in this conservation area. This organization collaborates with several instituions of learning ranging from 

primary, secondary and at tertiary levels in our conservation education programme and it is through this 

programme that we have made the institutions aware of the study and the intended outcome which is 

positively awaited by all stakeholders.  

 

In view of the above, i write to inform you that this organization together with the learning instituions we are 

collaborating with,  have permitted the above named student to undertake the proposed study within our 

areas of jurisdiction. We are aware that Ms. Emick intends to conduct her research by administering a written 

survey to students, teachers and other KWS staff within the conservation circles concerning water 

availability and by girl child. In addition this office will guide the day to day activities of the student during 

the entire period of the research to ensure maximum success and also act as translator and intermediate 

between the student and other study subjects in the study areas selected. 

 

I am responsible for all research affairs within Mountain conservation Area where the study will be 

conducted and thereby authorize  Ms.Jennifer Emick to conduct her research within our areas of jurisdiction. 

 

We look forward to further working with your students on conducting research on various matters affecting 

the conservation of natural resources. Please contact our office in case of further queries on the following 

numbers +254 711 434 518 or my email at jmathenge@kws.go.ke or james.mathenge@gmail.com  

 
Yours Sincerely,  

 

 
 

James Mathenge 

Ag. Senior Research Scientist- Mountain Conservation A rea. 
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Appendix G 


